TEXT — John 14:23-29

Introduction “I love you, mom.” Does your mom really need dngty more than that? Does she need anything more
than to hear her children tell her that they loge?h Even more important that saying, “I love yowguld be

showing it. How do you show your mom that you Itvg? You call her, talk to her for a while, or séwd flowers.

You take care of your family and show love to théfou stay out of trouble. You make her proud bytthiegs you

do. As those who love Jesus we want to do the glaimg We not only say that we love Jesus, we sitgnw it. How

do we show that we love Jesus? Our Savior himshldfas in our gospel reading, very simply — LOVESUS,

OBEY HIS WORD. The Word of God is so vital to oaith. In our text we learn that 1) through the Wirel

Father lives in us, 2) through the Word the Spiviinsels us, and 3) through the Word Jesus givpsacs.

I. Through the Word the Father lives in us

- Jesus spoke these words to his disciples in ietJRoom on the night before he died. He pullegumaches. He
spoke plainly and directly about very important teeg in the Christian faith. I'm sure one of thexcerns the
disciples had was what they would do without Jegdsat would they do without Jesus right there tevear all
their questions, to guide them, direct them, arehekeep them safe?

- Don’'t we have those same questions? How can deswger our questions, guide us, direct us, and keep us
safe if he is not right here with us? All we nealithe disciples needed is what Jesus promised there in the
Upper Room. Even though Jesus would no longer siblyipresent with them, he would still be withitinén a
very powerful and effective way through his Word.

- So, Jesus’ disciples can find what they neetienword. In fact, that's what reveals our love Jesus — our very
close attachment to his Word. Earlier in this gbgpén records Jesus’ statement, “If you hold toteaching, you
are really my disciples. Then you will know thetlruand the truth will set you free.” In our tesdis says, “If
anyone loves me, he will obey my teaching.”

- Obeying Jesus’ teaching results in something aengizing taking place. Jesus says, “My Fatherlout him, and
we will come to him and make our home with him."08k who love Jesus and obey his teaching haveather
and the Son living in them. We also know from Sterip that we are a temple of the Holy Spirit whed in us.

- Just think, through faith in Jesus as our Sawioo lived and died for us we are not only membéGal’s family,
we have God dwelling in us. We call this the mysiidon. In those who love Jesus and obey his tagahie
Father actually lives. The divine Father, the @eat all things, lives in believers. It is a vawal and intimate
union. It expresses a friendship, a bond betweéeuvaes and the holy God.

- When we are feeling alone or anxious we are caeddyy God’s presence in us. Peter writes, “Hisngi power
has given us everything we need for life and gedknthrough our knowledge of him who called usibytvn
glory and goodness.” That knowledge of all that @ods for us to care for us in the most difficurtes is
revealed in his Word.

- We have friends, maybe even close friends. We Baouses with whom we are what the Bible callsflesd. We
might even say with these relationships that wedstay each other. That's as close as we can gktaniuman
friendship. Our gracious, loving Father doesn’t gtand by us, he lives in us. His blessing, hisnsith, his
guidance is in us. That is a very comforting thdugh

Transition We love Jesus and we show that love by obeyiaddaiching, his Word. Through the Word the Father
lives in us. Jesus also states that through thel\t¥ar Spirit counsels us.

II. Through the Word the Spirit counsels us

- If anyone needed counseling it was those dissipiéh Jesus in the Upper Room. Their Lord and &awith
whom they had spent about 3 ¥z years was leaving.tWého better to counsel those confused and trduble
disciples than the one Jesus promised to senéjdlyeSpirit. He is the master counselor.

- What makes a good counselor? One answer | readhsd a good counselor is someone who knows whadre
trying to say not just what we are saying. A goodreselor gets at what's really troubling us. A geodnselor is
also a very good listener and is trustworthy. Adjoounselor likewise helps us fix whatever the fewbis.
Anything else you may consider that makes a gooshsslor the Holy Spirit is it.

- God the Holy Spirit knows you inside and out. I®ws what you're really thinking and feeling deegpide your
spirit. Paul tells us in Romans 8, “In the same waeySpirit helps us in our weakness. We do nowkwhat to
pray for, but the Spirit himself intercedes forwish groans that words cannot express.” The HolyiSstens.
He even helps our prayers, clarifying them befoeeRather. He knows us and what we need.



- Through the Word, which the Holy Spirit himselfate, he is able to help. He fixes the problemkHews the real
problem which is our sin. He fixes that problemseyding us through his Word again and again tosJaesu
Savior. | don’t know how anyone can handle lifeheitt the Spirit's counsel daily. If | fall behind my daily
Bible reading, | can tell. Sometimes | am moreatgi and not as happy and content. It's becauaed hot spent
time with my spiritual therapist, the Holy Spirat iraw me closer to Jesus.

- What does the Holy Spirit, the Counselor teachdesus said, “He will teach you all things.” lggt the
knowledge of Biblical truths so that we know whadiaywas or why Achan was stoned to death? Thefeis
knowledge side of our faith rooted in God’s Holy M¥foWe learn of real people in real situations léag us real
spiritual truths. But there is also the belief anct side of faith. Our faith, our trust in Gogisomises, is
strengthened as our spiritual Counselor teach€ods Word.

- Our Counselor’'s main goal, his main work is tadie us everything there is to know and believe abesus. The
purpose of this is so that we love Jesus even ritme. much more can you love Jesus? How much mor@do
want to love Jesus? How much do you want to buolar yelationship with Jesus? The Holy Spirit isdgawilling
and able through his Word to get you there and &esond where you think you should be or could be.

Transition We love Jesus and we show that by obeying hehtag, his Word. Through the Word the Father liires
us and through the Word the Spirit counsels usislalso reminds us that through his Word he giggseace.

lll. Through the Word Jesus gives us peace

- It is clear that Jesus was ready to leave his hteeting with the disciples to carry out thengins salvation. He
had more to say to his disciples, but Jesus knswirhe was short. So our Savior went to the hdaheomatter.
He said, “Peace | leave with you; my peace | gioa.\Do not let your hearts be troubled and do eadfipaid.”

- Through the Spirit’'s counsel and teaching in\Werd, he reveals the peace that Jesus came ta Bitingis peace
between condemned sinners and the holy God. Jasusto give sinners a guilt-free life now and acwerfree,
pain-free, worry-free life in heaven forever.

- True peace is a condition, a status we have @@t through Jesus. It is not temporary in natuns.dot a partial
peace that constantly needs more negotiating. @argwith God is the absolute peace Jesus esthligtat he
signed, sealed delivered through his own bloods Pleiace we have with God truly removes all oursfead
anxieties. Jesus’ peace is all we need.

- Now the hard part for Jesus — telling his disesphat he was going away. This would make them s&d, and it
should. They were losing more than just a rabldeéacher, more than an awesome mentor. They werg ltee
visible presence of the Savior himself. But Jesus that they should actually rejoice that he waisg away.
Why in the world should they be happy about Jesagihg?

- Jesus explains, “I am going away and | am corbexk to you. If you loved me, you would be glad them going
to the Father, for the Father is greater than btidé two things. Jesus has to leave in order teecback. He has
to leave as he said earlier in this chapter togneep place for all his believers — the rooms snAather’s house.
Jesus’ going and preparing included his sufferimgy death on the cross to open the way for us ttogetaven.
His going and preparing also included his resuiwacinnouncing that our rooms were paid for andyédar the
big move.

- The other reason Jesus gave for his going awaythed the Father was greater than he. Jesusagisgen his
state of humiliation as he set aside his glory ad (& order to suffer for our salvation. But thatie point. As
long as he can say in his state of humiliation thatFather is greater than he, his work is nastied. When Jesus
entered his state of exaltation he was once agdinliuse of his glory and power as God and man.

- Later in chapter 16, John recorded these wordsioSavior as part of his prayer to his heavealthér, “And
now, Father, glorify me in your presence with therg! had with you before the world began.” We glabrejoice
and be happy that Jesus ascended into glory. Npidesus better off but we are better off toehaur dear
Brother, who knows what it's like here on earthdese he lived it, at God’s right hand governingtatgs for
our spiritual good and our eternal benefit and$ifes That's why we love him as well as the peazgikies.

Conclusion You can't tell your mom enough that you love hdoms think about their kids all the time and pfay
them. Moms love in a way that only God can beatjiiye a lot actually. How important it is on heesial day to
tell mom how much you love her and appreciateladldid and still does. If that's how we feel about moms who
carried us for nine months and then gave birthstarmagine our love for Jesus who made it posddsl¢he Father
to live in us, the Spirit to counsel us and ouriSakimself to give us his peace. How can we expms love and
thanks to Jesus? Jesus tells us, “If anyone loeehewill obey my teaching.” Show Jesus how mumi lpve him
by obeying, reading, studying, and taking to hb&teaching, his Word. Love Jesus by loving his#tVémen.



