TEXT - Hebrews 7:27

The faithful Jews knew about sacrifice. There waarty no payment for sin without sacrifice, the
shedding of the animal’s blood. In the O.T. anis®drifices there was blood everywhere. Sometinmasdbl
was sprinkled on the altar where the sacrificeseweade. On the Day of Atonement blood was spriné&fethe
Ark of the Covenant that housed the Ten Commandnehich sinners repeatedly transgressed. Sometimes
blood was sprinkled on the high priest, as in héir@ation. Blood was even sprinkled on the peolpdariselves.
There was blood everywhere when God’s people woeshiThroughout the Old Testament the Israelite® we
constantly directed to sacrifice, the sheddinglob8 to take away sin. Yet those animal sacrifivese
continuously offered with no end in sight. But thilasus was sacrificed. This was different. Yesgethas
blood as Jesus gave his life for the sins of thddv@ut Jesus’ sacrifice was different. It did meted repeating.
Our text reminds us that the sacrifice Jesus mas®OMCE FOR ALL TIME.

In the Old Testament God instituted the holy gheed through the Levites and designated that the
family of Aaron, Moses’ brother, be the high prgesthe high priests from Aaron’s descendants wallectto
pray for the people and to offer sacrifices witl tther Levites assisting them. The writer to tleditdws
reminds us in our text that the Old Testament Ipigéssts offered their sacrifices day after dayradiy. The
priest would offer sacrifices on the altar of buoffering sometimes for his own sins and sometifoeshe sins
of the people. There were so many sacrifices teaewffered throughout the day. Every single simaleded a
sacrifice. Premeditated sins and sins of ignoraspegific sins and sins in general, every sin meguan animal
sacrifice — sheep, goats, rams, bulls, even daveép@geons for those who were poor. These sacsificessed
generational lines too. Men and women, rich and pking and servant, Jew and converts to Judaisnsjmmer
was exempt from bringing a sacrifice to pay for. sin

But Jesus is not like those Old Testament pri¢sthe verse just before our text we are t6&lch a
high priest meets our need — one who is holy, blamess, pure, set apart from sinners, exalted abovad
heavens.”Jesus was completely holy, pure and sinless. #@tdieed to offer sacrifices for his own sins
because he had none. But how could Jesus be & amgksffer a sacrifice? He wasn't descended frioen t
priestly line of Aaron who came from the tribe &L Jesus was a descendant of David from the tifibe
Judah. In this book the writer to the Hebrews regaig tells us that our Great High Priest Jesuswaie like
the priest Melchizedek who spoke with Abraham. Witer quoting Psalm 110 say¥,ou are a priest
forever, in the order of Melchizedek.” Like Melchizedek, Jesus suddenly appeared oncireesand just as
suddenly vanished with no line of succession. Wihates Jesus’ priesthood far better than Aaron’shasd
descendants is that Jesus’ priesthood is perma#ens. a priest forever. He is a priest foreverdose only his
work saved sinners and only his sacrifice trulyceand for all, paid the price for sin.

Jesus made his sacrifice on the cross. He steetmliiehis arms and lengthened his legs so that the
soldiers could nail his battered body to a woodeiss As Jesus hung there from the cross he géspedch
last breath weakened by all his suffering. His Hleas pouring out of his veins, running down hislypand
pooling at the foot of his cross. There can be mabtithat this was indeed a sacrifice of his ovienthat Jesus
offered on the cross. But it was only one sacrifie Jesus had to make — once and done. It doe=ed to be
repeated ever again. That's why our altar is barthis Good Friday. That's why you weren’t requitedring
sheep, goats, rams or bulls to our worship to @ftea sacrifice for your sins. That's why we ddwate blood
everywhere tonight as we worship the Lord. Thosmahsacrifices came to an abrupt halt. The wiitds us
why, “He (Jesus) sacrificed for their sins once for alvhen he offered himself.”All those animal sacrifices
offered again and again and again pointed aheadesmidded God’s people of the one true sacrifie wWould
be made, once for all, the sacrifice Jesus madheoaross.

There is nothing to add to Jesus’ sacrifice t@ariamore complete. Our celebration of the Lord’s
Supper is not offering up Jesus again in an uniylenanner as our work for God. In the Lord’s Supper
receive the body and blood that Christ offered antéhe cross for the assurance of our forgivendgsare
not sacrificing but receiving from Jesus our foegigss. Nor do we offer our sacrifice of good degdwly
living to somehow complete Jesus’ sacrifice. We'deven offer our faith as part of the sacrifice mast do in
order for Jesus to forgive us. Our faith is a fydim God the Holy Spirit that trusts Jesus’ oncd &or all
sacrifice on the cross. Jesus himself testifiekisance and for all sacrifice when he shouted ftioencross;lit
is finished.” There is nothing that can or should be added.



Jesus’ sacrifice was once for all time. It wasdhe true sacrifice for all the sins of all peoplalb
time. It is Jesus’ death on the cross and thevergiss he won that embraces all time and has efi@aning
for all eternity. Jesus’ sacrifice on the croshes back beyond David and Moses and Abraham, aonfahd
Eve and the very first sin of disobeying God’s cosimeh by eating from the tree of the knowledge ofdyand
evil. Jesus’ sacrifice on the cross also stretaiteshe future beyond all the sins we will comnbt the last
sinful thoughts, words, and deeds ever to be cot@dhin this planet just before our Savior’s himsetiéirns to
judge the living and the dead and destroy all thiog the Last Day. Jesus’ very first words fromdadiaess
announced what he was accomplishing for all. He, SGather, forgive them, for they do not know what
they are doing.” Was he pleading forgiveness only for the soldmne were crucifying him or the chief priests
and elders of the people who handed him over wrieafied or the people who were shouting, “Crudifgn,
crucify him”? By his once and for all sacrifice desvas pleading to his heavenly Father to forgivesins too
and the sins of all people.

“Jesus sacrificed for their sins once for all wherne offered himself.”What comfort this message of
Jesus’ payment for sins brings to our sinful, goitdened hearts. On that cross on Calvary, Jesbsaeed
our sin. He told his Father, “No, | was the one wieused your name. | was the one who skipped bhurc
because | was just being lazy. | was the one whedyback at my parents. | was the one who gonngoya |
was the one who was filled with lust in my heastds the one who greedily obsessed over matenmegghl
was the one who spread the gossip. | was the oodiachright to someone’s face.” On the cross Jésidshis
Father that he was the sinner and truly the omigesi. Jesus stepped in the path of the Fathedisthélry to
be forsaken, hated and disgraced with all ourfinen our conscience nags us because of our own
rebelliousness against God’s commands, when out &elaes because of the rotten way we have trestsd
those we love including God himself, we remembat tnce for all covers it. No matter what sin, natter
how great, no matter how many times — Jesus’ seeig once for all. Peter write$;or Christ died for sins
once for all, the righteous for the unrighteous, tdring you to God.”

Since Christ has done it all for our forgivenesd aur salvation by making the once and for allpamt
for sins, some might think that this is cheap graag makes for lazy Christians. Sin is going to en@kristians
lazy in their faith. But that is not the fault oh@st’s one time sacrifice for sin. Christ’s onaeldor all
sacrifice had a profound affect on one of the anats crucified with Jesus. Luke tells t®ne of the
criminals who hung there hurled insults at him: *‘Aren’t you the Christ? Save yourself and us! But the
other criminal rebuked him, ‘Don’t you fear God,” he said, ‘since you are under the same sentence? We
are punished justly, for we are getting what our deds deserve. But this man has done nothing wrong.’
Then he said, ‘Jesus, remember me when you comeangour kingdom.™

Are we willing to make that same kind of confessiio a world that hates Christians for being folkoe/
of Christ? Are we willing to confess our faith ieslis when the world around us jokes around and levasts
of its infidelities, its cheating and lying, and i sinful lifestyles and habits? “Don’t you fe@od,” the
criminal said. Don’'t we fear God? This is not asyefaith. There are plenty of excuses to be lazgoovardly
in our faith. Jesus made the once for all sacrdice we know that through faith in him as our Sate will
remember us when he comes into his heavenly kingdbere is nothing cheap about Christ’s graces & i
grace we proudly wear and are willing to defendhfess, and if necessary die for. Peter writégjou are
insulted because of the name of Christ, you are tdsed, for the Spirit of glory and of God rests onqu...

If you suffer as a Christian, do not be ashamed, lpraise God that you bear that name.”

Jesus’ sacrifice on the cross was once for aé# timis the full and complete payment for all <im this
Good Friday, as we picture Jesus hanging theréenrbss suffering and dying for our sins, we caiedp but
feel our hearts break knowing it was our sins thathim there. At the same time we cannot helpbeutilled
with such peace and joy knowing that our sins argiven because the Lord laid on him the iniquity® all.
It's done. It's finished. There is no more sacgefitceeded. Later in chapter 9 of Hebrews we ré&idc blood
of goats and bulls and the ashes of a heifer spritdd on those who are ceremonially unclean sanctify
them so that they are outwardly clean. How much mag, then, will the blood of Christ, who through the
eternal Spirit offered himself unblemished to Godgcleanse our consciences from acts that lead to dbat
so that we may serve the living God.What a relief. Amen.



